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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claims 1, 2, and 4 and add claims 5-18 as set forth below: 

1 iC HWMTl .v AMKNIhkh) A fiilgci print uullating _device for collatin g a 

user's fingerprint with registered fingerprint information to effect personal authenticationr^aid 
device comprising: 
\ an external computer; 

a fingerprint reader for reading said fingerprmHb create read fingerprint 
information, and to create read history information indicating that said read fingerprint 
information has been created; 

a read history storage for storing said read history information and executing a 
control program when instructed by the external computer ; and 

a collator collating sajd read fingerprint information with said registered 
fingerprint information to effect personal authentication and output a result of authentication 
when said read history inforn^tion is stored in said read history storage and the control program 
is executed . 

2. (CURRENTLY AMENDED) The fingerprint collating device according to 

claim 1, 

wfierein said collator effects said personal authentication by using said registered 
fingerprint information supplied from an external storage medium , wherein said registered finger 
print infonn/tion includes a finger print template that corresponds to an owner of the external 
storage medium . 

(ORIGINAL) The fingerprint collating device according to claim 1 further 

composing: 

registered fingerprint information storage for storing said registered fingerprint 
info/mation, in whic h said collator effects said personal authentication by using said registered 
fxmcrpmiiAf^m3.tion stored in said registerBd-fui^erprint information storage. 
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4r (CURRENTLY AMENDED) A hngerpnn t collating method fui lulldtiug - 

a user's fingerprint with registered fingerprint information to effect personal auth^iitkrSfion, said 
method comprising the steps of: 

reading said fingerprint to create read fingerprintjHformation, and to create read 
history information indicating that said read fingerprint incarnation has been created; 

storing said read history information ^jtfread hyst e resis history storing means; and 

executing a control program in s#fa read history storage means when an 
instruction signal is received from an exten^computer: ' 

collating said read fingerprint information with said registered fingerprint 
information to effect personal authentication and output a result of authentication when said read 
history information is stored in said read history storing means and said read history storage 
means executes the control program . 




(NEW) / A fingerprint collating system comprising: 
means fpr generating a collation instruction and an index number; 
means/for illuminating a bottom face of a prism based on the collation instruction; 
means for generating a fingerprint image of a user when an air layer exists 
between a finger of a user and a top face of the prism; 

eans for setting a fingerprint accepting flag in a first memory unit to indicate 
that a fingerpr^it image has been generated; 

means for reading a fingerprint template associated with the index number from a 
second men)fory unit; and 

means for collating the fingerprint image and the fingerprint template when the 
fingerprint/ image of the user is generated and the fingerprint accepting flag is set. 



(NEW) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

means for converting the fingerprint image to a digital signal. 



(NEW) The method of claim 5, further comprising: 

m&aus for rcsctting -th^ngeiprint accepting flag when the collation b^c^een the 
fingerprint image and the fingerprint template haTBe5rreoirinleted. 
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TT (NEW) T - ho method of claim - 5 - , furthor oomjjrisingr 

means for outputting a result of the collatioiK5the personal computer. 



card. 



(NEW) 



The method of cterm 5, wherein the second memory unit is an IC 



10. (NEW) A metjtf&d for collating a fingerprint in a fingerprint collating 
system that includes a personal computer and a collating unit, the method comprising: 

^ generating a elation instruction and an index number; 

illuminating ^bottom face of a prism based on the collation instruction; 
generating /fingerprint image of a user when an air layer exists between a finger 
of a user and a top face of the prism; 

setting ^fingerprint accepting flag in a first memory unit to indicate that a 
fingerprint image has peen generated; 

reading a fingerprint template associated with the index number from a second 
memory unit; and 

collating the fingerprint image and the fingerprint template when the fingerprint 
image of the user iq generated and the fingerprint accepting flag is set. 

11. (N1$W) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 
converting the fingerprint image to a digital signal. 

12. (NEW) The method of claim 10, further comprising: 
resetting the fingerprint accepting flag when the collation between the fingerprint 

image and the fingerprint template is complete. 



13. ^NEJ5£) — " TKeTn©tl^dofclaim 10, further comprising: 
outputting a result of the collati^TKaihecomputer^ 
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(NEW) A gyctpm fnr rnll-aHng q fingerprint of a H Ser^p m pFhSTTT gT 

a computer that generates a fingerprint collatiotypstfuction and an index number, 
y^y^ wherein the computer has a first memory unit; 

a prism that generates a fingerpptff image of a user when the collation instruction 
is received from the computer and an aipldyer exists between a portion a finger of the user and a 
top face of the prism; and 

a collating unit tKat retrieves a fingerprint template of the user from a second 
memory unit based on the kfdex number and collates the fingerprint image of the user with the 
fingerprint template wh^n a fingerprint accepting flag is set in the first memory unit. 

15. (NEW) The system of claim 14, wherein the fingerprint accepting flag is 
set when the fingerprint image is generated. 

16. / (NEW) The system of claim 14, wherein the fingerprint accepting flag is 
reset when the collation of the fingerprint image and the fingerprint template is complete. 

17. (NEW) The system of claim 14, wherein the collating unit sends the 
colla/ion result to the computer. 

18. (NEW) The system of claim 14, wherein the second memory unit is an IC 
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